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What a Year It’s Been! We …
HIKED ... exploring nature at work in Woodland Conservation Area and the Glenridge Quarry, and
were introduced to Pole Walking1
MARVELLED at the beauty of the blooms at the Hamilton Fall Garden and Mum show
LEARNED how to start a family tree2, how to recognize and avoid Superbugs3
KINDLED old memories at the Blue Star in Welland and savoured the history of food4 in Niagara
ENJOYED a new experience at the Blue Line Room in Niagara Falls with the colourful Marcel
Dionne
TOURED a Frank Lloyd Wright home and lunched in downtown Buffalo
EXPLORED the NOTL Campus with guided tours5 of the Spa, Winery & Brewery, wetlands, and
greenhouse
RELISHED the rich renovations to the old factory - now Johnny Rocco's in St. Catharines
INDULGED in chocolate at ChocolateFX and sampled delicious Oast Brewery beers
APPLAUDED the performances at Shaw Theatre, Thorold Community Theatre, and Ridley
College.
… and that’s only a few of the activities. What a great year!
1 Allison at Movement Unlimited Inc.

2 Fred Habermehl

3 Dr. Valerie Jaeger

4 Tiffany Mayer

5 College Staff

Join us for our Annual Christmas Lunch on Wednesday, Dec 14th
This is our largest get together of the year and is an excellent opportunity to catch
up with co-workers and friends. All proceeds and food items collected at the lunch
are donated to the college student food bank and to the Student Emergency Fund
(S.A.F.E.) for Niagara College students in distress.
See the form at the end of our newsletter for details and to register. Please don’t
delay, we need to receive your registration and payment by Dec. 7th.

W

ho is Eligible to Become an NCRA Member? A wide range of folks are eligible

to become a member. Membership is open to everyone who has worked at the college
in any capacity – full time, part time, sessional, contract – and is now retired. Spouses and
partners can join as well. Also, anyone who has worked at another Ontario college and is
retired may become a member. Please spread the word!
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From Your President
It’s November and we are well into our new year of scheduled activities and fellowship.
Many new retirees ask “why does the Mandarin appear” in our lunch schedule? The answer is
that for many years retirees met the first Wednesday of every month at the Mandarin and there
remains a dedicated group requesting we keep this in our calendar. Having said that, our
Activities subcommittee have been busy putting together a great list of events that we think
offers something for everyone
As your president, I attended the recent Niagara College Retirees Banquet on October 13th to
give a very short welcome and invitation to have newly retired college staff join us. The best
part was I had worked with all of them in the past!
I also represented the NCRA, along with other retirement associations representing 14
colleges, at the annual OCRA (Ontario College Retiree Association) conference in Oshawa.
Yes, our pension plan is viable and solid for at least another 20 years. The afternoon program
presentation, “The Technology of Things “, was both interesting and timely. It described how
WiFi will soon take over our lives with smart innovations and robotics. An example explained
why Walmart and other big box stores are so concerned about the popularity of online retailers
like Amazon.
See you at the Christmas lunch on December 14th !

~ Carolyn Gould

A Peek at a Few Upcoming NCRA Events:
Jan 11th – Blue Star for Lunch. We’re back for our third year for a family style meal at one of
Welland’s landmark restaurants. Join us for good food and great company.
Feb 21st – Breakfast Club at the Blue Line Diner: By popular demand, we’re back for a
great breakfast with Marcel Dione of NHL fame and his family at their cozy diner in Niagara
Falls
Film Dates – Come join us for movies at the new Performing Arts Centre in downtown St.
Catharines and maybe a meal, snack, or drink at one of the many new and interesting cafes
and restaurants popping up around St. Paul Street. Keep an eye out for emails!
Visit the Events section of our NCRA website for a more complete list of activities for this
year. Go to retirees.niagaracollege.ca/events and see "2016-17 Event Flyer"

“Where Does My Membership Money Go?”
That’s always a fair question to ask any organization. In the case of the NCRA, the majority of
membership fees ($1,815 collected in 2015-16 for example) and donations go toward
supporting our Niagara College students. In the past year, this has included: a $500 top up to
our self-funded bursary fund to allow us to increase the amount of the bursary in future; a $500
bursary awarded from this fund; $250 to support the student “Rise and Shine” breakfast
program; $504 for the student emergency fund (S.A.F.E.). Most of the remainder is used to
cover expenses to keep you informed of our activities (e.g. printing and website), cards and
mailing expenses, luncheon expenses not covered by lunch fees collected, and presenter
honorariums. Please contact us if you would like a more detailed expense account report.
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Christmas Lunch on Dec 14th at the St. John Centre, 91 Lakeshore Road, St. Catharines
Cost: $25 for a delicious turkey dinner with all the trimmings and authentic Ukrainian Cabbage Rolls
Lunch will be served at 12 noon, but we invite you to come early (doors open at 11:30 am) to meet
and mingle with friends, old and new. There will be a cash bar available throughout the event.
Once again, we will be collecting non-perishable donations for the Student Food Bank, so
please be generous! Also, in lieu of exchanging gifts this year, we ask you to make a cash
donation at the door to the college Student Emergency Fund.
Since we must notify the church of the exact number attending, we must receive your payment by
December 7. Sorry, but we cannot accept payment at the door. You can pay in the following ways:
 Give your cheque to a member of the executive at any NCRA event prior to Dec. 7th
 Fill out and mail the order form below with your cheque
 Use the PayPal link on our website to pay electronically: retirees.niagaracollege.ca
Note: there is an additional $1.00 charge per ticket when using PayPal

Name(s): ________________________________________________________________
Tel: ______________________

Email: _____________________________________

Allergies or Sensitivities: ____________________________________________________
# Tickets @ $25 each: ___________

Amount of cheque: ___________

Mail your cheque & above information to: Sandra Watson, 97 Maple St, Lower Apt, St. Catharines, ON L2R 2B4

Membership Application / Renewal
If you haven’t already done so, please join or renew your Association membership for 2016-17, by completing this
form and sending it along with a $15.00 cheque (made out to the Niagara College Retirees' Association) to the
th
address below – better yet, save the cost of a stamp and bring it with you to our Christmas Lunch on Dec. 14 .
Note the membership year runs from September 1, 2016 to August 31, 2017.
Name:
Street Address:
City/Town:

Province:

Postal Code:

Telephone:

.
.

Email Address:
 I agree to allow NCRA to publish my name and contact information in the NCRA Directory. This information will
be available to fellow members only.
Mail your Membership Application/Renewal to:
Ron Mottola
Niagara College Retirees’ Association
6471 Buckingham Drive
Niagara Falls, ON L2H 2S2
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